may, I hope, be allowed to plead in excuse for the many imperfections of the following essay, the comparative novelty of the subject of which it treats, the paucity of materials still existing with regard to it, and the difficulty of collecting these materials from the numerous different sources over which they are scattered.
The Human Placenta is an organ which serves as a mere temporary medium of communication between the mother and feet us, and passes through all its different stages of formation, growth, and ultimate expulsion, in the short space of seven or eight months, yet during this comparatively brief existence, it appears to be liable to a considerable number and diversity of morbid conditions, more frequent, I M. Cruveilhier -f* has represented an ecchymosed placenta in which the structure of the coagulum appears to be concentrically laminated in this manner, and the more external layers are seen to be losing their colouring matter, while the nucleus * One of these specimens was in the rich and valuable pathological collection of Mr Langstaff of London, the other is contained in the Anatomical Museum of the University of Edinburgh, and is thus described in the printed catalogue (p. 236:) " Placenta about the fourth month ; foetal surface studded with numerous irregular darkcolouied tubercles resembling melanotic depositions." The dark appearance of the sanguineous coagula in both of these cases is such as might render them at first sight very liable to be confounded with actual melanotic deposits ; and in the Ed. inburgh case this mistake in regard to their true pathological nature might have been the more readily committed, from the small masses of effused blood appearing of a beautiful bluish-black colour, as seen through the membranes covering the foetal surface of the placenta, owing to these membranes, as semitransparent whitish media, reflecting the blue rays of light transmitted through them from the dark surfaces of the coagulated masses of blood lying immediately beneath them.
-f-Anatomie Pathol. (3, 4, 6, 17, 18,) and in the remaining three instances (9,14,19,) (1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 9 , and 10,) it appears to have been entirely confined to some part of the uterine tumour. Out of these seven cases in which the pain was seated in some part of the uterus alone, in three (8, 9, 20,) it is mentioned as having been seated towards one side of that organ; in one (1,) as felt between the umbilicus and pubis ; and in three (2, 3, 6,) it was felt in the region of the umbilicus or the fore-part of the uterine tumour.
The character of the pain is described in three cases, (6, 9, 20,) as constant; in one (1) as almost constant; in another (7) as at first remittent, and afterwards constant; and in six as remittent, (1, 5, 10, 12,13,15.) Of the six cases in which it was remittent, in one (13) it was increased by leaving the horizontal posture ; in'two, (1, 5,) it was increased during the night, and in one of these two, (1,) the part which was the seat of the pain, (viz 
